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the main engine for socio-
economic uplift: Dr. Toure

Secretary General ITU praised the Board and Ms Nargis Sethi for making spectrum
available for the 3G/4G and Broadband and on her strategic thinking of creating a
dedicated Spectrum Re-farmation Directorate in the FAB

r. Hamadoun Toure Secretary General

ITU World, the Telecom icon and the
D Head of the UN Agency for Telecom-

munication, visited Frequency Alloca-
tion Board (FAB) HQs, Islamabad recently and
co-chaired FAB Board meeting along Ms. Nar-
gis Sethi Cabinet Secretary and Chairperson
FAB. Dr Hamadoun Touré, Secretary-General
of the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) since January 2007, was re-elected for a
second term at the ITU Plenipotentiary Confer-
ence, Guadalajara, Mexico, in October 2010, He
also holds number of decorations, honourary ti-
tles and memberships, bestowed upon him by
several countries.

On the occasion, Ms. Nargis Sethi in her wel-
come speech thanked the distinguished guest
and Dr. Kim Regional Director ITU for visiting
FAB and sharing his views and experience with
Pakistan. She also commented that being Sec-
retary to Government of Pakistan and a work-
ing woman, she was delighted to know that the
ITU has chosen World Telecom Day Theme
2012 as “Women and Girls in ICT” emphasizing
the gender equality on which the present gov-

ernment in Pakistan has also focused in the cur-
rent years. Ms. Nargis shared her views after the
deregulation of telecom sector in Pakistan in
2003-2004, the appetite for spectrum for ICT
has increased exponentially and the radio based
services have transformed the way we live and
play especially in the era of mobile miracle. Ms.
Nargis thanked the Secretary General ITU for

Dr. Toure also praised the
government on their women
empowerment actions and
highlighted that woman
empowerment is main

agenda of the Millennium
Development Goals of the
ITU and therefore, this year
ITU theme 2012 is “Women
and Girls in ICT”

extending support to FAB being acting as ad-
ministration of Pakistan in achieving coordina-
tion and for registration of Paksat-1R at ITU.
She also thanked him for deputing a reputed
ITU consultant Mr. Adrian Foster to Pakistan
for recommending and drafting a Spectrum
Management Policy for Pakistan which was very
much needed for the country.

The co-chaired FAR Board meeting was also
attended by Executive Director FAB, Member
Telecom MolT, Chairman PTA, Chairman
PEMRA, DG (Technical) 181, Additional Secre-
tary MolB, representative of Defence Ministry
and senior officers of FAB.

Mr. Iftikhar Ahmed Executive Director FAB
in his presentation of FAB highlighted that the
Board is a sector regulator since 1951 earlier es-
tablished as Pakistan Wireless Board (PWB) to
regulate use of frequency spectrum, approval
for sitting of radio/ wireless base stations etc
and later as Frequency Allocation Board under
Pakistan Telecom Act, 1996.

It is a powerful government autonomous
board comprising of Secretary Cabinet as Chair-
man/Chairperson, Executive Director as Vice



Chairman and Members from Ministry for IT
and Telecom, Ministry of Defence (50-in-C
GHQ), Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting, DG (Tech) Security
Agency, Chairman PTA and Chairman PEMRA.
He pointed out that frequency spectrum in 450
MHz, 47¢ MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 1900
MHz and 3.6 GHz were assigned to mobile and
WLL operators in 2004 on implementation of
GoP Telecom De-regulation Policy-2003 and
Mobile Cellular Policy-2004 and US$ 582 mil-
lion and Rs. 14 billion had been accrued from
2004 spectrum auction whereas additional
amount of US§ 582 millions accrued during
2005-2007 on renewal of rest of mobile li-
censes.

Similarly, frequencies for broadcasting sec-
tor had been made available and assigned to
quite large number of operators across the
country.

The ED FAB further pointed out that FAB
has re-farmed frequency spectrum and made it
available for 3G mobile as well as Broadband &
WLL services. Frequency blocks for 3G in 2.1
GHz band were arranged in block size of 9.8
MHz such that this will make two carriers of
WCDMA technology which will be assigned to
operators, With this arrangement FAB has cre-
ated necessary guard band protection between
the 3G mobile band and the already assigned
spectrum for WLL/ CDMA2o000 in 1900 MHz
band. This arrangement has saved one carrier
of WCDMA worth over 100 million dollar in
Pakistan.

FAB, in the light of ITU recommendations
and international best practices has developed a
framework for frequency spectrum re-farma-
tion/re-deployment for introduction of new
technologies and services in Pakistan, The
framework is a set of systematic procedures
which will be followed for spectrum re-farma-
tion in future in Pakistan through which desired
frequency spectrum would be made available
systematically and efficiently on time while tak-
ing care of all stake holders. He viewed that
such a framework/ systematic set of procedure
has been adopted by world leading economies
like USA, France, Aunstralia and ITU Secretary
General appreciated the move,

The ED FAB also highlighted that the Board
has also set a proper timeline for assignment of
frequency spectrum to various categories of
spectrum users according to which spectrum for
microwave links, HF/ VHF land mobile private
users would be assigned for five years only
whereas old/ prior to 1996 assignees have to re-
assign frequencies as they are no more valid.

Executive Director FAB, Mr. tilkhar Ahmed receives Dr. Hamadoun Tours Secretary Genedal ITU on his visit 1o

FAB Headquartars, Islamabad

mobile technologies and its commercial deploy=
ment with a view to analyze Eco System for LTE
which is very important for economies like ours.
Onee Eco System for LTE is finalized then one
would be able to surely identify the best fre-
quency band in which the operators and the
country would get benefit from economies of
scales and the use of the most harmonized band
worldwide.
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Three Blocks of 3G Frequency Spectrum
for Auction

It was explained that a Technical Committee
has been formed by the Board which is engaged
in the identification of suitable frequency bands
for IMT/ 4G/ LTE for Pakistan. This committes
is studying the progress of the 4th Generation

The ED FAB put some light on Gigabit Wire-
less Ethernet technologies which can deliver
data rate in Gbps and is being deploved for
LAN/ MAN and other backbone networks for
applications such as Fibre Replacement,
Standby Access, Campus Connectivity, High
Definition Video/ Graphics/ Maps, Storage Ac-

cess, Wireless Backhaul, Local Loop,
LAN/MAN/WAN Extension. He shared that in
the light of ITU Radio Regulations and Interna-
tional best practice like that in USA, UK and
other European countries, the frequency band
=1-76 GHz/ 81-86 GHz was planned for Gigabit
Ethernet point to point links in Pakistan. The band
is arranged in 19 channels of 250 MHz each which
is capable of data links for application indicated
above and would be assigned to operators on link
by link basis for efficient deployment and maxi-
mizing re-use of the band.

The ED FAB also shared that new technical
monitoring systems) facilities in FAB have been
added which has enhanced the effectiveness of the
monitoring capabilities of FAB for an extended fre-
quency ranges and analyzing technical parameters
of wide range of technologies. These monitoring
facilities will support availability of interference
free spectrum for operation by Mobile/ WLL/
Broadcast / microwave links and others as well as
licensees of PTA and PEMRA. He alsoshared brief
statistics of some of the activities performed by
the FAB.






